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ROADWAYS?

Changes to 
driving  

penalties





LOOK AFTER
FAMILY &
COMMUNITY
ON OUR ROADWAYS



About this 
factsheet



You will get penalties if you do not follow  
the road rules.

Penalties are 
• money you have to pay 
• demerit points you get

About this 
factsheet

This factsheet is about

changes to  
driver penalities



penalties?
How can 
you get

If you don’t follow the road rules, 
you can get caught by

• police 
• a camera on the road

You can get a 
penalties letter

The penalties letter 
will tell you



How can 
you get

If you don’t follow the road rules, 
you can get caught by

• police 
• a camera on the road

You can get a 
penalties letter

Straight away from police 
or 
• in the mail

• the money you have to pay 
• how many demerit points you get

The penalties letter 
will tell you



demerit points?
What are



Demerit points are BAD, and are 
added to your drivers licence when 
you get caught breaking a road rule.
People who follow the road rules,  
have zero demerit points.

If you get caught breaking the same 
road rule 2 times in 1 year, you may 
get extra demerit points. These are 
called DOUBLE DEMERIT points.

x2

What are



What happens 
if I get

demerit points?



If you get too many 
demerit points, your 
drivers licence will be 
SUSPENDED. 

This means you will have to 
stop driving for some time.

If you have a Learner  
or P Plate licence and 
receive over 4 demerit 
points, you will be 
suspended from driving.

If you have an  
Open drivers licence  
and get over 12 demerit 
points you will be 
suspended from driving.

P
P

L

O

What happens 
if I get



What are the  
changes to

penalties?



There are changes to penalties if you:

• do not stop at a red light
• drive over the speed limit
• do not wear a seatbelt
• do not wear a seatbelt the right way

Driver penalties went up on 1 July 2025
Driver penalties sometimes  

go up each year

What are the  
changes to



What if  
you don’t stop at
a red light?



If you don’t stop at a red light,  
you will

• have to pay more than $660
• get 3 demerit points

What if  
you don’t stop at
a red light?



$500
+ get 4 
demerit 
points

speed 11 to 20km 
per hour over, you 

will have to pay 
more than

speed 1 to 10km 
per hour over, you 

will have to pay 
more than

$333
+ get 1  
demerit  

point

Penalties will be bigger the more 
you speed over the speed limit.

What if you 
drive over the

speed limit?



speed 21 to 30km 
per hour over, you 

will have to pay 
more than

$745
+ get 4  
demerit 

points

speed 31 to 40km 
per hour over, 

you will have to 
pay more than

$1251
+ get 6  
demerit 
points

speed over 40km 
per hour over, you 

will have to pay 
more than

$1919
+ get 8 

demerit points 
& 6 months 
suspended 

licence

What if you 
drive over the



• �have to pay more than $1250$1250
• get 4 demerit points4 demerit points

If anyone in the car does 
not wear a seatbelt in 
the right way, you will

seatbelt?
What if you  

do not wear a



To wear a seatbelt the right 
way it must be

• low on the hip 
• over the shoulder 
• �over your chest  

and stomach

A baby or child must sit in 
a properly fitted child seat

What if you  
do not wear a



What if I 
cannot pay my
penalties?



If it is difficult for  
you to pay, you can
• �pay in small amounts  

over time until it is all paid
• �talk to SPER about  

other options

SPER is the Queensland 
Government State Penalties 
Enforcement Registry
You can call them on  

1300 365 635

What if I 
cannot pay my



For more
information



Go to a Customer Service Centre

This website shows where to find one 
qld.gov.au/transport/contacts/centres

Call  13 23 80



Do you need
an interpreter



The Translating and Interpreting Service 
can help you talk to someone  

in your language

The National Relay Service can help you  
if you are hard of hearing or deaf

Voice Relay number 1300 555 727

Call 13 14 50 
Ask them to call us 13 23 80


